
140

Corresponding author: Özgen YAŞAR, e-mail: oyasar17@ku.edu.tr Received: April 9, 2024
Accepted: April 25, 2024

Publication Date: July 12, 2024

DOI: 10.5152/ArcHealthSciRes.2024.24043 Letter to Editor

Dear Editor,

The introduction of generative artificial intelligence (AI)-driven chatbots like Chat Generative Pre-trained Transformer (ChatGPT), launched by 
OpenAI in November 2022, has the potential to significantly reshape and advance nursing education by serving as text generators or virtual men-
tors.1 The capabilities of ChatGPT, including its rapid translation ability that supports overcoming language barriers, the generation of synthetic 
articles, the capacity to summarize documents, and the ability to swiftly clarify complex subjects, have led to its growing adoption in nursing 
education contexts.2 However, the question arises: can ChatGPT be effectively utilized as a teaching tool within the scope of nursing education? 
And how can it contribute to nursing students’ ethical and responsible use of this technology?

The utilization of chatbots such as ChatGPT by nursing students, who are being educated in the technology era, is inevitable. Yet, the educational-
based applications of ChatGPT, despite its apparent advantages, also introduce several potential challenges, with ethical responsibilities at the 
forefront.3 Improper use of ChatGPT could lead to students producing work that lacks originality and is inadequately researched, thereby facili-
tating academic dishonesty. Should students directly utilize responses obtained from ChatGPT without subjecting them to a critical evaluation 
process, they might inadvertently commit plagiarism without proper citations.4 Furthermore, reliance on generative AI-driven chatbots may 
undermine students’ abilities in problem-solving and critical thinking.5

By incorporating ChatGPT as a teaching resource in activities, educators can offer necessary guidance to students on its appropriate application. 
For instance, following a lesson on the topic of asepsis, students could be advised to summarize the topic through ChatGPT. Nursing instructors 
might consider dividing students into groups, each tasked with submitting particular, pre-formulated smart prompts into ChatGPT. Subsequently, 
the groups could be asked to critically evaluate the responses received from the chatbot. This process could enable an assessment of the responses 
in terms of correctness, inaccuracies, and incompleteness. This practice could be instrumental in raising students’ awareness regarding the proper 
utilization of AI-driven tools. It also encourages critical examination of the information provided by ChatGPT, thus fostering the development of 
their critical thinking abilities.5 In this context, enhancing nursing educators’ knowledge about chatbots is crucial for effectively guiding students 
and integrating these technologies into nursing education.

In essence, the adoption of AI-driven chatbots such as ChatGPT as an instructional strategy in nursing education places significant responsibilities 
on educators. Nursing instructors are uniquely positioned to guide students toward the ethical and responsible use of chatbots, helping them 
maintain their originality as they adapt to emerging technologies and mitigate potential ethical challenges.3 By strategically using ChatGPT as a 
teaching instrument in classroom activities, educators can improve students’ digital literacy skills, thereby minimizing the risks of encountering 
unethical situations such as academic dishonesty, plagiarism, or fabrication.
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